INDVIELSESFESTEN 

/ , FOR 

SV0MMEH ALLEN 

VED Gymnastikhojskolen i Ollerup 

DEN 4. JULI 1926. 




Paa Stadion: 



Indmarch af alle Hold med Faner. 

Gymnastik af Skolens Sommerelever* 

Klassiske Danse udfort af Deltagere paa Skolens 
Kursus for amerikanske Gymnastiklaererinder. 
Glimaopvisninger og Kampe af 14 unge Maend 
fra Island. 

Folkedanse og Sanglege af Skolens Elever. 
Gymnastik af udvalgt Hold af mandlige Vinter- 

skole-Elever. 

Tale af Idraetsinspektor, Kaptajn Holger Nielsen, For- 
mand for „Dansk Svomme- og Livredningsforbund 11 . 

ki. 6 ‘it. i Svommehallen: 

Opvisning af Kunstudspring og Svomning af ameri- 
kanske Kursusdeltagere og af Skolens Elever. 
(Forste halve Time for indbudte Gasster, derefter 
for alle). 



Niels Bukh. 



At School In Denmark 



The following is an “tract 

which was received from 
Miss Bessie Pitt who is attending 
the summer classes at the 8 
School of Gymnastics, Ollerup, Den- 
mark, 

There are thirty-three of us m 
the residence, two girls from a Y 
and a school in Turkey and some 
English. There are nineteen differ- 
ent schools represented. 

The school here is absolutely per- 
fect. Stone buildings with red roofs 
and heaps of windows that open out- 
wards. They all seem to do that. I 
bave a most gorgeous view from my 
window. The fields are small and 
seem to be divided by a row of trees 
Some of the farm houses are small 
white stone ones while others have 
thatched'' roofs instead of the com- 
mon red. There is an awfully pretty 
thatched cottage near herb that has 
a tiny lake beside it. Thera is a real 
old windmill too. It’s most fascinat- 
ing. I could sit and watch it all day. 
It is on the horizon and its arms 
wave up into the sky. The stadium 
is a huge field of short grass with 
■every conceivable thing for games 
and jumping. Around the outside 
they have a track. All this is in 
front of the main school. Here lies 
the only swimming pool in Denmark. 
They are very proud of it, it w'as 
built by the boys (students) et the 
Bchool. The King and Queen are 
coming the first of July to see it. It 
is 79x25 and so deep! They have all 
heights of diving boards that take 
a lot of courage. 

The gymnasium is an airy, very 
light building. Niels Burk teaches 
from the balcony and doesn’t miss a 
thing. He teaches in Danish mostly 
so we have to think extra hard. 

Yesterday was his birthday and 
people from all the country came to 
pay tribute. They gave demonstra- 
tions and danced the Danish folk 
dances in native costume out on the 
green. The men wore quaint little 
toques and the tassels bobbed up and 
down. Here the girls have much long 
hair and they do it many braided 
ways, some cartwheels over their 
ears, and others plain pig-tails. 
The girls are nearly all fair, golden 
hair and blue eyes. They are not 
the extreme heavy type I pictured 
but are slender and supple. They 
come from all over this country and 
Holland and Germany T/e’ro the only 
ones who speak English. We even 
number in class in Punish, but my 
counting is limited te. ten. 



I tblnk everyone in Denmark own* 
a bicycle. I was nearly rim ove 
at every corner in Copenhagen. They 
even have traffic regulations and a 
special road on the s tr « ts „ ,maB ^ 
going down Hurontario St. your 
arms waving traffic signals. Here 
they have no mercy on you. 

^t out of the way or die. We were 
in Copenhagen three days so had 
time to go around. We were at th 
Stout Gymnastic Institute where 
Kimdsen is the leader. He was our 
intimate friend who wrote our 
Swedish theory books which we 
studied at M. E- S^ The school was 
new and Built on the same plan as 
ours here. They had two gyms but 
no tank. We were taken to a public 
school where the poor children of 
Denmark go. You would never guess 
it. Tbe children were clean, all so 
fair, and one outstanding feature 
was their ability to get around with- 
out being dragged by a teacher 
They marched down stairs in coup- 
le® and lined up quietly otftside 
without hel{p, all tiny youngsters 
too- Their school was a brick buih’ 
ing, the usual red roof, lovely gar- 
dens, and vines covering the sides 
of the walls . It looked more like an 
exclusive private school. 

The children were taught how to 
cook and we were treated to their 
butter cakes which they were mak- 
ing, much like our muffins. They 
were wonderful too, as all Danish 
cooking is. The pastry is what 
dream of, it simply melts in your 
mouth. The breakfasts are the only 
not likeablle feature. Porridge is 
the only cereal on my black list and 
of course they have it here. Thus 
I make my breakfast of bread and 
cheese. They have DiaCK bread but 
I can’t go it yet. It smells so sour 
Yesterday we were given a Danish 
delicacy — a plate of sour milk with 
bread cruirfbs and brown sugar 
'How would you like that? Today we 
had the national dish, rogrod, which 
is impossible to spell, but not tc 
eat. It is made of strained stewed 
rhubarb stiffened with cornstarch 
and served cold wifjh -sugar and 
cream. You should try it. They 
have it after every festivity. 

The tiny village of Ollerup near 
by, is the quaintest spot. The next 
town is Sven berg and we take the 
funniest train in. It stops at more 
stations than ours- It has the funny 
iittthe comjiartmen'tis . The second 
class have plush seats. The queer- 
est 'little cushibns dangHa behind 
your neck which ersembles the old 
fashioned tight muff and are the 
most uncomfortable things. Third 
class are treated to plain board 
feats which are a bit hard if you 
have to go very far. 

In Svenbertg w e went shopping 
and had to use the dumb language^ 
It was a scream. When we had our 
lunch we ordered fried mackecal 
and after an age were handed 
macarroni. Now i carry a diction _ 
ary and point out the word. 



bicycles? It will be great as were 
quite near the sea and there are so 
many lovely places to go. I 
you could see the wind-mills am 
thatched farm houses, they are wha 
I like best. The villages have such 
aarro: streets and the roads art 

of cobble stones. The stores have* 
the rarest signs. It took me ages,] 
to find out the barber signs in Co- j t 
penhagen. There is a huge brass J 
platter (it looks to me) with a bi e 
out of one side. This is their syn 
colic sign, I know not why. TT 
butchers have a golden cow’s hei 
over their door while the druggi 
have a deer head. The beer plac 
have a crown with a snakey affa 
underneath. Others are -mite on; 
inal, keys, kettle, shoes etc- 

1 went exploring with one of the 
jls, of course had no idea where 
we were going*. We saw the flower 
market with the nicest old ladies 
selling flowers. They all wore col- 
oured kerchiefs over their bonnets 
and bright aprons. It was a most 
colourful and lovely sight. Goine j 
along a narrow street w e came to* 
a huge tower, very round. Net ha 
tag the faintest idea what It was we 
decided to investigate. We saw ns 
sign to keep out so we walked bold- 
ly in and saw an admission of 25 
ore (6c). We paid and started ti 
walk up a briek path, which woun 
up and up, to our surprise tbe 
were no steps. "We noticed a num 
ber of signs but hadn't the fainte- 
idea what it was. We counted i 



windows on one side as we went i 



Did 1 tkll 



you w e were all biring 



I thought we would never get 
the top tout — wn nnany did, 
found a door out to the balcony 
the way round the tower. Here we 
erot a perfect view of the city and 
found we were going directly op- 
posite from the hotel. Later, with 
the help of a guide book we found 
that “Peter the Great” of Russia 
rode up this wierd winding path 
in 1716, on horseback, and as a 
dpVe Empress Katherine followed 
in a carriage driven by four horses 
The tower was built by Christain in 
■624 as an observatory. From the I 
top you could see other towers. One I 
of the marble church, built in 1600 1 
by a king who ran short of funds 
and built the dome of pennies don j 
by the people. All the build- 
seem to be so historical. Tho 
king’s palace still had the old moat 
around it- They say he is an ex- 
tremely tall person, we’ll see later 
The day he arrives there are over 
20,000 people expected. Won’t we 
have fun. 

Another interesting castle is 
Hamlets at Elsinor. We passed very 



old moat. They are having the 500th 
Anniversary and are playing Ham- 
let so I hope we can go. Shake- 
spear’s story is laid there. 
§-§ 




* kmSit* 4* 44444*4 4444*4 



£«!»£ 



REDEEMER 



UNIVERSITY COLLEGE 



The Margaret Eaton School Digital Collection is a not-for-profit 
resource created in 2014-2015 to assist scholars, researchers, 
educators, and students to discover the Margaret Eaton School 
archives housed in the Peter Turkstra Library at Redeemer University 
College. Copyright of the digital images is the property of Redeemer 
University College, Ancaster, Canada and the images may not be 
copied or emailed to multiple sites without the copyright holder's 
express written permission. However, users may print, download, or 
email digital images for individual non-commercial use. To learn 
more about this project or to search the digital collection, go to 
http://libguides.redeemer.ca/mes. 




